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 5 
HD-03-2020 6 

Regarding the 2020 House of Delegates 7 
 8 
Background Statement.   9 
 10 
Whereas, the 2020 WSDA House of Delegates is scheduled for September 24-26 at the 11 
Hyatt Regency in Seattle; and 12 
 13 
Whereas, the COVID-10 Pandemic has had a significant impact on Washington’s 14 
dental community including, but not limited to, a two-month restriction on non-urgent 15 
dental care due to shortages of PPE; pent up demand for needed dental care; 16 
additional regulations and guidelines related to providing care during a pandemic; 17 
increased costs for providing optimal care due to limited supply of PPE, new 18 
equipment and material required or desired to provide care, and shortages of dental 19 
personnel; and 20 
 21 
Whereas, until there is an effective vaccine, effective treatment, or herd immunity for 22 
COVID-19, government actions to restrict group gatherings and other community 23 
interventions will remain in effect to varying degrees across Washington; and 24 
 25 
Whereas, the aforementioned community interventions by the government have 26 
already impacted and will continue to impact the ability of WSDA to effectively 27 
onboard new members of the Board of Directors, Officers, and ADA delegates due to 28 
in-person meeting restrictions and the cancelation of many onboarding events in 29 
2020; and 30 
 31 
Whereas, WSDA has several critical initiatives, including but not limited to active 32 
litigation and COVID-19 response, that would be greatly served by continuity in 33 
leadership; and 34 
 35 
Whereas, significant reductions in budgeted revenues, especially from the cancelation 36 
of the 2020 PNDC, compels WSDA to reassess how the Association will continue to 37 
offer vital programs and activities more efficiently and more resiliently; and 38 
 39 
Whereas, technology exists to effectively run a condensed virtual meeting of the House 40 
of Delegates focused on the pressing matters in place of an in-person meeting; and 41 
 42 
Whereas, hosting a condensed virtual meeting will provide more weekdays for actively 43 
practicing delegates and alternate delegates to provide patient care by limiting travel 44 
and time spent on governance activities; and 45 
 46 
Whereas, hosting a condensed virtual meeting will result in significant cost savings for 47 
WSDA and its component societies; and 48 
 49 



Whereas, hosting a condensed virtual meeting will ensure that WSDA is in compliance 50 
with any restrictions on in-person meetings that may be in effect in Seattle in 51 
September 2020; 52 
 53 
Therefore, be it  54 
 55 
RESOLVED, that the House of Delegates adopts the following alternative meeting 56 
format for the 2020 House of Delegates in place of an in-person meeting, held on 57 
September 24-26 at the Hyatt Regency in Seattle: 58 

 A condensed virtual meeting, of up to three hours in length, that provides all 59 
elected delegates of the 2020 House of Delegates with the ability to actively 60 
participate, will be held sometime on September 24, 25, or 26. The exact date 61 
and time of the virtual meeting will be determined by surveying all elected 62 
delegates. 63 

 Speeches, presentations, and panels typically presented at a House of 64 
Delegates meeting will be shortened or eliminated. 65 

 The primary focus of the 2020 House of Delegates will be the adoption of the 66 
2020-21 WSDA operating budget and related financial matters, the adoption of 67 
WSDA’s 2021 legislative agenda, and updates on ongoing legal activities. 68 

 All reports and resolutions that are not time sensitive will be referred to the 69 
2021 House of Delegates for consideration. 70 

 All elections for open positions (President-elect, Board of Directors, and ADA 71 
Delegate) will be suspended until in-person elections can be held at the 2021 72 
House of Delegates. The terms of all elected positions (President, President-73 
elect, Immediate Past President, Board of Directors, and ADA Delegate) will be 74 
extended until 2021. Elections for all positions with terms expiring in 2020 and 75 
2021 will be held in-person at the 2021 House of Delegates scheduled for 76 
September 9-11 at the Davenport Hotel in Spokane. 77 

 Alternate delegates, Past Presidents, component society staff, invited guests, 78 
and members of the Association will be able to observe the virtual meeting and 79 
participate as possible in manner that does interfere with the deliberation of 80 
elected delegates. 81 

 The “Organization and Operation of House of Delegates” adopted in December 82 
1960 and amended from time to time by the House of Delegates and “Rules for 83 
the House of Delegates” typically adopted each year as “HD-01” will be 84 
suspended to the extent necessary to allow for a condensed virtual meeting of 85 
the 2020 House of Delegates. 86 

 87 
end 88 


